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 The movie “2012” opened this Friday – yes, Friday the 13th. The 
movie is one among many doomsday movies that depicts Hollywood’s 
interpretation of the end of the world. This particular movie draws upon 
an interpretation of the Mayan calendar and other supposed prophecies 
which predict the end of the world in December 2012. 
 Apparently, the movie has gotten lots of people worried about the 
end of the world. NASA has received “anxious calls and e-mails which 
have jammed the agency’s circuits.” (Post-Tribune, “Apocalypse at your 
own risk,” Frederick Niedner, November 14, 2009) I heard a NASA 
official speak on CNN the other night trying to allay fears of 2012 from 
a scientific perspective. "Nothing bad will happen to the Earth in 2012," 
NASA states in a new FAQ web page set up for the occasion. "Our 
planet has been getting along just fine for more than 4 billion years, and 
credible scientists know of no threat associated with 2012." 
 Of course it’s not the first time people have gotten caught up in 
end-of-the-world prophecies and fears. Do you remember the anxiety 
around Y2K – the year 2000?  A host of dates for the end of the world 
have been set by many individuals and faith groups. So far, they’ve 
come and gone and the date-setters have often simply set new dates. 
 Today’s reading from the Gospel of Mark (which is the 
recommended lectionary reading for today – not a text I would have 
chosen on my own!) speaks of the “end of the age.” In the Old 
Testament, the prophets spoke of the “day of the Lord.” If you read from 
the Old Testament books of Isaiah, Amos, Joel or Daniel you’ll hear 
predictions as scary as those in the movie “2012.” Of course what we’ve 
just read in Mark 13 doesn’t sound like a picnic either. 
 While I can encourage you to completely dismiss any fears that 
arise for you out of the movie “2012” and others like it, I feel a need to 
be more careful about what I say concerning the biblical texts. 
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 The first issue one must address when looking at the apocalyptic 
parts of the Bible (in both the Old and New Testaments) is whether we 
are intended to interpret them symbolically or literally. Each of us will 
have to come to our own conclusions on that matter. Then, whether you 
interpret these passages literally or symbolically, what are the deeper 
truths that we are to take from these Bible passages in the context of the 
whole Bible? 
 Most people are concerned about the future – even afraid of the 
future. And it doesn’t take a movie like “2012” to make us afraid. We 
need only watch the news about the real stuff that is going on right now. 
We are afraid of getting H1N1. We are afraid we won’t have enough 
money to live on.  We are afraid about health insurance. We are afraid of 
terrorists at home and abroad. We’re afraid our kids won’t turn out all 
right. We’re afraid our marriage won’t work out. We’re afraid we’ll lose 
our job or our health insurance. We’re afraid we’ll get cancer. We’re 
afraid of our nation being at war. We’re afraid of our nation not being at 
war. We are afraid we won’t be able to pay for college or next month’s 
rent or mortgage. We’re afraid of dying and we’re afraid of living. 
We’re afraid our parents will divorce or that they will remain married. 
We are afraid of judgment – God’s judgment and the judgment of so 
many others. We are afraid of many things. So what are we supposed to 
do with these fears? What are we supposed to do as we live today in the 
here and now as we deal with our concerns about the future – our 
immediate fears and any fears some may have about the end of the age? 
In what or whom do we place our trust for the future? And what do we 
do with ourselves as we wait for the end of the age – whenever that is to 
happen and whatever it is going to be like? 
 In our lesson from Hebrews 10 we are reminded that Jesus has 
offered himself as the once and for all sacrifice for all of us. Through his 
sacrifice our sins are forgiven. We can approach God in this life and in 
the life to come with confidence. We don’t have to be afraid of God’s 
judgment. So, “let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us 
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hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful.” (Hebrews 10:22) 
 Another passage of scripture which I think about almost every day 
of my life and which helps me face a multitude of fears is Romans 8:38. 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  No 
one can promise you or me that our fears will not become reality. We do 
get sick. We lose jobs. We have relationships that go bad. We may run 
out of money. Natural disasters strike. Human beings do monstrous 
things. Wars will continue. All manner of destruction has occurred at the 
hands of human beings and through the forces of nature. Bad things do 
happen. The end of the age may end up being very scary. But, nothing 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God.  Nothing, nothing, 
nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 So what do we do right now? What do we do amid our fears as we 
face each day?  
 First of all, we watch for Jesus. We watch for the ways Jesus 
comes to us right now in our everyday lives. We listen for his voice. We 
respond to his love. We invite him into our fearful hearts. We hold fast 
to the hope which is ours through him. 
 Second, we use our time wisely. One rather cynical writer said in 
response to NASA spending time responding to the fears stirred up by 
the “2012” movie:  “NASA’s need to expend resources on disarming 
fear mongers and debunking their hoaxes offers a clue to the scale of 
waste and diverted attentions we may witness over the next three years 
(until 2012.) Maybe we can conjure up Nero along with Nostradamus 
and thus have someone to fiddle some 2012 tune for us while the fires of 
legitimate global concerns go unattended.” (Post-Tribune, Niedner) 
 Lamar Williamson in his commentary on Mark relates a time in 
colonial New England during which state legislators panicked and 
several moved to adjourn because of an eclipse and the darkness which 
came with it (which some believed signaled the end of the world.) But 
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one of them said, ‘Mr. Speaker, if it is not the end of the world and we 
adjourn, we shall appear to be fools. If it is the end of the world, I should 
choose to be found doing my duty. I move you, sir, that candles be 
brought.’” (Mark in the Interpretation Series, Lamar Williamson Jr., 
page 242). 
 Our calling in the here and now is to be faithful. We are to answer 
the call of Jesus in the here and now to spread the gospel and to live the 
Great Commandment of loving others as we love ourselves. The writer 
of Hebrews says this:  “And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day (meaning the Day of the 
Lord) coming.” (Hebrews 10:24) 
 I agree with the colonial legislator during the eclipse. Whatever is 
to come, let us spend our time wisely doing our duty—answering 
Christ’s call in our lives. Bring the candles! Spur one another on toward 
love and good works. And when we feel afraid, let us remember that 
God is with us and nothing can ever separate us from his love. 
 
Move into time of naming our fears silently in prayer. Lead into 
Pastoral Prayer. Followed by Song “You Are Mine.”  
 
“You Are Mine”  by David Haas (Sing the Faith Hymnal #2218) 
I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, be still and know I am here. 
I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light, come and rest in me. 
Chorus: Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. Come 
and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 
I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.  
All the blind shall see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. 
(Chorus) 
I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give.  
I will call your name, embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live. 
(Chorus) 


